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Ahbstract

This paper is a study of Tom
Hooper's movie, The Danish Gigl which
nmarrates the life of one of the carliest
transsexual, Lili Elbe. The paper would be
focusing on the aspect of transvestism/
cross-dressing and the process of “male-
femaling” associated with it usimg  the
theory put forward by Richard Ekins, the
prominent social psychologist. According
to Ekins's study, there ase five phases i the
career path of a male femaler which may
take place in theee major modes, body
femaling. erotic  femaling and  gender
femaling. The protagonist of the film, Einer
Wegener, at a particular stage in his life,
realizes that he is trapped in a wrong body
and finds the need to free himself from the
bomdage. Set in 1920%s, when the studics on
transgenderism had not been developed,
Emer tries desperately to seck an answer for
his cross gender behaviour passing theough
the five stages of a body female until he
consolidates it through a sex reassignment
surgery and bocomes a tramsscxual. The
paper also tries o analyze the importance of
sartorial practices in defining onc's gender
identity. Borowing from Ekins, terms like
mabe fermaling and fiemale have been used
instead of transgendertranssexual.
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The term “trapsvestifen” was coinoed
by Magnus Hisschfield in the beginning of
the 207 century to denote all types of cross
dressing  including  transsexuals.  He
identified ten variations of tramsvestism
which escompasses different groups like
homosexuals, heterosexuals,  biscauals,
asepual, fetishist and transgendered poople
but they wene called transvestites in licu of
these terminolegics. Among them, those
who cross dress with the desire for sex
change was  fermed as  the complete
tramsvestite. Later, i 1933, Benjamin
differentiated between  transvestism  and
tramsseualism. He sawd, “Cross-dressing
exists (with few exceptions) i practically
all tramssexuals, while transsexual desises
are not evident (alihough possibly latent) in
mvost  tramsvestites™ (qid i Docter 58]
Though a transvestite of cross dresser need
not be a transsexual, and both a transvestite
and a transsexual come under the broader
category  of C‘transgender’, it could be
deduwced that ‘tramsvestism® has been an
imyportant phase i the lives of most of the
tramssexuals. The life narratives of many
tramssexwals testify this fact. Most of the
tramsgendered  people,  during  their
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