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PROPHET MUHAMMED (PBUH):
A LESSON IN AUTHENTIC LEADERSH|p
Vineaotho M
Assistant Professor, KAFM Uity
Women's Collepe, Marnjer

| have lived almost thirty-three years of iy life not knowing
the religion of Islam nor reading much about it, but calling
myself a Muslim. This doesn’t mean I was a dishelicver but
rther, 1 followed it just because [ was born and brought up in
a family where the religion was practised by everyone around.
| was more acquainted with Jesus Christ as a messenger
throughout my school days as I had around twelve years of my
educational memories connected to Christian  managed
schools and colleges. The Prophet Mohamimed hence came
into my life extremely late, but will stay forever as the epitome
of an ideal leader and an extraordinary human being
Modern theories of leadership clearly state that there is no

' e (' “',.,‘ (Jf
one size that fits all theories. No two leaders can be alike,
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can their challenges be. Every leade has gt
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k Wh"d' n its:-)f(:" |
dtnesg of PT()P,IC'f o
hammed (PBUH) cannot be understood iy, its try dimc.ll.lp
if some light is not thrown on the Arabj ety 6 ;S“‘
lity, dr”“keﬂness

achieve with his characteristic premjg

)

pose distinctive challenges. The gre

Corruption was rampant and immorg

gambling were the order of the day.

On the authority of Tafsir—i-lTabari and Tabaqat ul

the author of Islam énd the World

Was so common during the time i

The weal

Umam‘
, it s seen that drinking
which the Prophet |
th of expression in the Arabic |
guage of vine’ reyeg]

IV,
anguage for ‘the .
s how passionate the Arabs were about i

g Was a matter of pride. Usury was rampant and adut

tery was not considered much of a vice. Prostitution was 4l
rampant and so were brothe]
infanticide yag per

fal

50
s. The ghastly crime of female

petrated, either drivep by poverty or the

s€ notion of pride. One ou
this crime 54 reported by Ha

sides these, tribg] prejudices
th

t of every ten men were guilt_y of
itham bjp Adi in ‘Maidani’. Be
» dlTogance of ancestry, slavery,
¢ nomadic tribes living on plunder, looting and kidnapping

all made the society a debased one apg the Prophet Moham-

med did not aim at a mere social revo.lution here.

Prophet Mohammed, the divinely guide( Jeader, lived the
Qur'an in this debased society, Chill'lgiﬂg the Very concept and
way of life, broadening the thoughyts of hig

Countrymen and
A4
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Jidening thelr sympathics. Irom the twenty f
' . - ] -y lrgt (l(, ,
el o Flate , St centirs
|(3;u]u.sln|) books, this may be called coaching and »
o ' dnd mentory
M Y » T » ae r 2 ot 4 ] ’
is very life served as the standard of conduct for the bel 4
or the believer

le““l Al-Amin by his companions, his sinceri
, his sincerity, thought-
=

ﬁl]llC-"‘S,
1o live in the most affecti
st affectionate, peaceab
able and whol
Jic-

how

some Way, which made him highly cc
. accepted amon
B, p g the peo-

ple. What he reflected through Eis Tife was the soul of Is]
the highest W | slarn,
Jeadership style was not preaching with words but walking the

isdom that heaven has revealed to earth. Hi:
. 2

talk. He went on speaking to who would listen to him; rein-

forcing his teachings among the pilgrims as they came to

Makkah, slowly gaining adherents. A man from a
selves, Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) lived with ignorant
| rectitude and the spiritual code
laughed at, mocked,

mong them-

people in an age where mora
had long been forgotten. Despite being
and jeered at, Mohammed (PBUH), an illiterate leader, suc-

ceeded in establishing a belief system, by living with his up-
s, a gentle disposition, truth-

right conduct, sincerity, kindnes
der and that1s Jeadership!

fulness and integrity. That is our lea
vers and built thelr
elped him win and
] rank and file of
"he British Field

If great human qualities won him folloy
confidence, it was strategic planning that h
villing cooperation of al
1 of his war plans. 1

that 1D order that tl

sustain active and

the . '
¢ army in the executio
leir cooperation

Servi .
ervice Regulations state
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may be effective, each must know the Capabiljtje, '|
tions of the other and apply their know.le('lge in g
demanding assistance. Cooperation mygt be
the highest level of political and strategical Plannjy,
smallest units and subunits of the armed forceg Wit}(: I
minimum in men and material, how coyld the Prophey ;{lie

3

hammed maintain the security and efficiency in hig op
€ra-

tions better than his opponents who always-outnumbered hin

in men and material?

Courage and unflinching determination to attain his goal yygg
what made Prophet Mohammed remain in his position
fighting and inspiring others who were losing their courage,
He was at the lead taking initiative in all the twenty eight ex
peditions he had been involved in and reports say that when
fighting rose to its height, his men took refuge by his side.
The bravest among them was considered to be those who
stood by him. It was the kind of leadership where all his con
panions took courage and strength to fight the fiercest entl‘-
mies. This companionship made them confident and victort
ous. Prophet Mohammed achieved this with his selfcontrcl

Patience, endurance, sense of justice and equality.

- e . pi tribe
According to Tariq Muharbi, a man from the Al- Ansari t ]
HIE

once stood up and said, “Oh messenger of God, these Peoll
| : : Jlled @

belong to the tribe of Ban Thalabah. Their ancestor kill

 thell
member of our family. We appeal to you to get one of the
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W o that,” Our belove ) ;
1t ( | r belove d | |()|,|“.| q "(»'I’I_Y wis, “The

pen [
1 HI 'I\('

e ol justice]

revel® [ather cannol he taken on his son.,” What an
'mn;w.in;; eNS
prophe! Mohammed's initiatives in tactics must not be over
ke He gave Lumanily practical lessons by insist

JooR i - y insisting on
| control in all their movements il gages

«iiwiplimf anc
iing prisoners with mercy, proving integrity and

{ war, e
against falschood in treaties and

8
nprighhlt‘ss.
attempts 10 destroy p
r might be the disciplinary measures of varying

o the terrain and the geograph-

He also stood
any cace. Fven more surprising to a
modem Jeade
.nd scope according t
he armies. When we Jearn |
accompanying this leader and com-

hem, we understand what an

naturc

ical position of t how proud and
honoured each man felt
pleting the missions assigned tot
astounding leader he was.

der Prophet Mohammed had
mn to the people

lled In

If the followers of the great lea
e the message of Isla
lled by the spirit insti
t of blending per-

the zeal to carry with th
of every Jand, it had been fue
them by this visionary who excelled the ar
sonal values to untiring diplomacy: [f sustainable leadership 1
what modem books call as tru€ leadership that creates and
then what bette an the world
Prophet

preserves learning, ¢ example ¢
One ‘ 1 '
fer other than the great ] Mohammed him-

self,

eader,
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